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Range

The proposed shooting range located off SR 180 in Union

County.

comments to us, make them
specific, put some thought into
them. And understand that,
when you do, they’re part of
the public record.”

In order to meet the
deadline and “establish standing
for objection eligibility,”
scoping comments must be
received by Nov. 13, 2018.

Comments can be
submitted at the project page
listed above; mailed to Andrew
L. Baker, District Ranger,
ATTN: Nelson Gonzalez-
Sullow and/or Jerome
Bennett, Chattahoochee-

...continued from Page 1A

Oconee National Forests,
1755 Cleveland Highway,
Gainesville, GA 30501; or by
fax at 770-297-3011.

As previously stated,
following the Public Scoping
Period, the Forest Service will
conduct an Environmental
Analysis at the proposed target
range site, which, when coupled
with a series of future public
comment periods, will likely
result in a final decision being
reached by late Summer 2019.

Starting mid-November,
the Forest Service will begin
a four to six-month process

Marines celebrate 243rd birthday

The Marines of North
Georgia and Western North
Carolina are celebrating the
243rd Birthday of the United
States Marine Corps on 10
November 2018 with a Birth-
day Ball at the North Georgia
Technical College in Blairs-
ville, GA.

If you are not able to at-

tend the event, there will be a
USMC Birthday Party at Dan-
iel’s Steak House in Hiawassee
GA on 10 November 2018.

The Meet & Greet will
start at 1730 hours followed
by a buffet meal and a pro-
gram to celebrate the birth-
date of the United States Ma-
rine Corps.

The cost per person
is $15. Checks for the party
should be sent to: Unicoi De-
tachment 783, MCL, P.O. Box
701, Hiawassee, GA 30546.

Any questions or for
more information, please call
Walt Scott at 706-897-9610.

with the actual Environmental
Analysis, or EA.

The EA will include
examination by specialists
on potential impacts to: soil,
water and air quality; cultural
and historical resources; local
flora and fauna, with an eye
toward threatened, endangered
or sensitive species and special
habitats; nearby residents;
traffic in the area; other people
using Forest Service land
recreationally; and overall
safety.

When that part of the
project is complete, a draft
analysis will be put before
the public for another 30-
day comment period, before a
finalized version of the analysis
is subjected to an additional
30 days of public comment
followed by a 45-day Objection
Period.

“So, we have this scoping
period we’re in now that helps
us fine-tune the concept,” said
Baker. “Are there things we’re
not thinking about right now,
that we’re not considering in
our environmental analysis?
That’s what the scoping period
is for.

“Then, once the EA
is done, you’ll have another
opportunity to comment. And
once we finalize the EA and
we respond to all the public
comments, there’s still one last
Objection Period — this is an
administrative appeal, if you
will, and it basically allows
you the option to object to this
project.

“If you’ve looked
through the Environmental
Analysis and you still don’t
agree with what we’ve done,
you have the opportunity to
object, and then my boss will
sit down with objectors and see
if we can come to a satisfactory
conclusion. If we can’t or if we
do, we will publish that final
decision.”

Following Baker’s
presentation, he and
Commissioner Paris took turns
answering numerous questions
from the audience, many of
which revolved around specifics
that will be determined when
the project is further along.

Concerning a potential
skeet shooting range for
shotguns, Paris said there
simply wasn’t adequate room at
the proposed site off SR 180.

“The county will be
continuing to look for a spot
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on that,” said Paris. “We’ve got
some things in mind, but we
don’t have anything concrete.
We do have a place for our 4-H
kids to shoot skeet. Other than
them, the biggest request is for
arifle and pistol range.”

According to the official
Project Proposal Description,
Union County Government
would be the primary permit
holder for the range, and would
assume “the responsibility
of funding, maintenance and
operation,” though the Union
County Gun Club would be
in charge of the “day to day
operation of the target range.”

Joyce White, who is the
Georgia State Director for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Rural Development, also
attended the Oct. 24 meeting.

Folks interested in
learning more about the project
can attend the Gun Club Annual
Meeting on Thursday, Nov. 1,
at 6 p.m. inside the Blairsville
Civic Center.

The Gun Club now
boasts at least 414 members
and can be found online at
UnionCountyGunClub.org or
.com.

the Union County School Fine Arts Center.
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& LocAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines

0/1'1/9 ree

Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio

* Art Classes

(706) 835-1257

563 Gainesville Hwy...1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

General & Major Repairs
ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in"'FORD Powerstrokes
& All F-Series Trucks

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

GANS BONEFURNISEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

L

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator,
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install, Pressure
Washing, Staining, Painting.
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-897-4909

RECOVE
SOV Z0VER),
NN

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

) 706440002988

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

NORTH
GEORGIA
MOVING

o# Local & Regional

20 Years Experience

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com /

\

Guided Trail Ride
¥ Fall Foliage from Horseback ¥

Book now for your fall foliage
ride in one of North Georgia’s
most beautiful mountain settings

One & Two Hour Rides offered for rides
through serene woods, open meadows and
mountain streams. Reservations recommended

(706) 745-0264

www. Trackrock.com

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Qil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

ROCK BOTTOM

Complete Gravel Driveway
Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly,
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, Large
Empty Lot Mowing / Garden Tilling,
Lawn Seeding (Till & Seed Now for 2018!)
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”
rockbottomdriveway @yahoo.com

All
Materials
Furnished

ICH
DRYWALL

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

Installing
ESTIMATES Insulation
Hanging

Sheetrock
Finishing

Texturing

706-745-5307

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance

“We go the extra mile”

e

TUFSTUF

MONTGOMERY,
CONCRETE

~ FOR'ALL YOUR!CONCRETE/NEEDS  ~
Forming throughiEinishing, House'Slabs;;
| Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality/Work!
Big/Jobsiand/'SmallfJobs!

Serving North Geor_gi@.s_ince_~1 997_'-'In'sﬁr“’_e‘il’

| Call 706-781-1806

Got Leaves??? “t,

Live Oak Professional Lawn Care

706-400-0033

facebook.com/LiveOakYards

-Fall Cleanup -Pressure Washing
3 -Landscaping Maintenance ¢

PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville area!
Contact Derek
706-994-8973
or 706-745-6343

Ford  Hayesville, NC + 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet, GMC, Buick *Murphy, NC « 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC » 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC + 828.369.5003

BIACKY JON

AUTOMOTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




